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fore his retirement, however, he had in his reports to Gov-
ernment taken every opportunity to express himself in favour
of representative institutions. He was, as an Administra-
tion Repoit of the Government of Bengal stated, "a hearty
supporter of local self-government." He pleaded for the
constitution of Panchayats in groups of villages to whom
simple tasks of general administration as also of adminis-
tration of justice could be assigned. He also proposed
establishment of District Boards -with non-official Chair-
men. He was opposed to the autocratic powers exercised
in the Districts by District officers, and pointed out how
a District officer combined in himself the roles of a prose-
cutor and a Judge in the same case. He was in favour of
separation of Judicial and Executive powers; but his main
contention was that District administration, however well-
intentioned and in fact beneficial, could never hope to enlist
The support and sympathies of the people, unless it deli-
berately associated the people in the tasks of administration.
On his retirement from service in 1897,, Romesh Dutt
moved to the higher levels of Provincial and National poli-
tics. These were the closing years of the nineteenth cen-
tury when radicalism, or what was then, known as
"extremism", was in the air. The Partition of Bengal
which gave rise to ai mass movement in protest was yet to
come, but the younger sections in the Congress were
"beginning to assert themselves. They were fired by a spirit
of nationalism, a feeling of impatience at India in bondage
and a desire to free her at any cost. Outstanding among
the "extremist" leaders were Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala
Lajpat Rai, Bepin Chandra Pal and Shri Aurobindo. They
were impatient specially with the methods of "petition,
prayer and protest" followed by the elder leaders of 1he
Congress, aad wanted to force the pace of the national